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Office Action Summary 
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Period for Reply " e ewr "V«"»™» aaaress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION 1 ' 

• 1 - i36(a) - ,n n ° evem ' h ~- may a -* be «-» «- 

- ^-etoreply^hinthes^orextendedperiodforreplywill,^ 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communications) filed on 20 December 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims . 

4) I3 Claim(s) 18-23.39 and 40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) KI Claim(s) 18-21.39 and 40 is/are allowed. 

6) (3 Claim(s) 22 and 23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 15 June 2001 is/are: a)EI accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)dAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) IEI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1)S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2 U Not,ce of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) |_| Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 


(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States 


or on 


Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Linkletter (US 
4,087,3 19). Linkletter discloses a means for transferring a tissue web from a Yankee dryer and 
creper to a reel spool for winding the web into a roll. The tissue web is received on an endless 
conveyor fabric at a point adjacent to the creping doctor and conveyed continuously to the reel 
spool. The conveyor belt is guided by guide rolls 15 and 17 and by reel drum 21 which acts as a 
guide roll at the portion of the belt adjacent to the reel spool. The belt and conveyed web travel 
between a nip formed by the reel drum and the reel spool. Therefore the apparatus comprises a 
Yankee dryer, a creped web, a rotatably driven reel spool downstream and proximate to the 
dryer, and an endless conveyor belt running between guide rolls adjacent to the dryer and the reel 
spool, whereby the web is continuously supported upon the conveyor belt from dryer to reel. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

ul \ I ^ ' ' f dlfferences between «1» object matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that tfie subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the mvention was made. e y 
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Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Linkletter in view 
of Rugowski (US 5,593,545). Linkletter discloses the tissue transfer means described above for 
continuously conveying a tissue web from a Yankee dryer and creper to a reel spool. Linkletter 
discloses that the endless conveyor is permeable to air (column 2, lines 43-45). However, 
Linkletter does not place a device within the belt loop of the conveyor for creating an 
underpressure. Rugowski discloses using an air foil (30) in the loop of a conveyor belt that 
continuously transports a tissue web to a reel drum. The air foil creates an underpressure within 
the loop, aiding the adherence of the web to the conveyor belt. Rugowski explains that the 
choice of whether or not to use the air foil depends on the permeability of the fabric. Fabrics 
with high air permeability are best suited for use of an air foil. Therefore, since the conveyor 
belt of Linkletter is sufficiently porous for the passage of air, then at the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to place an air foil within the belt loop of 
Linkletter to enhance the attraction of the web to the conveyor belt as the web is being 
transferred to the reel spool. 


Allmvable Subject Matter 
Claims 18-21 and 39-40 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Claims 18-21 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose or suggest a dry end of 
a papermaking machine comprising a Yankee dryer, a rotatably driven reel spool proximate to 
the dryer, and a winding support belt stretched between a pair of guide rolls, whereby the support 
belt supports the reel spool and paper roll wound thereon and forms a nip with the roll. 
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Claims 39 and 40 are allowed, because the prior art also does not disclose or suggest a 
papermachine comprising a web forming section, a drying section with at least one through-air 
dryer (TAD), a reel spool, and a TAD fabric which conveys the web about the dryer and which 
forms a nip with the reel spool, whereby the paper web is conveyed by the TAD fabric towards 
the reel spool and is passed through the nip upon winding onto the spool. 

The prior art discloses transfer belts which carry the web from the Yankee dryer to the 
reel and which form a nip with the reel, with the web being passed through the nip upon winding 
onto the reel. However, there is no teaching of supporting a reel located next to a Yankee dryer 
with an endless support belt extending between two guide rolls. Also there is no teaching of 
conveying a web from a through-dryer to the reel spool directly on the TAD fabric. Prior art 
means utilize intermediate transfer belts or reel drums to transfer the web from the TAD fabric to 
the reel. 


Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22 and 23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. It is acknowledged that all the claims read over 
the prior art of record cited in the previous Office action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 703 308-1980. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 703 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872-93 10 for regular 
communications and 703 872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-0651. 




January 24, 2003 


SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 


